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REPCRT OF THE CIVIL ALRCHNAJTICS BOARD
on the
Tnvestigation of an Accident Tnvolvinm sircrait
During a Loczl Pleasare Flight

lelson Wesley Stake was seriously injured in an accident which oc=
curred approximately one-half mile wast of Taneytowm, Marylind, about
4305 p.m. on Scpiedber 2, 1943. Stake held a commercial pilet certafa-
cele with single-cngane land, O0-80 h.p., and {laght insiructor ratings.
The airerait, a Kinner Sportster K, NC 12236, owned by the pilol, wes
demelishea.

Sometirc after Prlot Stagn took off Prom Lhe Taneylown Airport for
& loccl plecoure {light, his plane W observed in inverted flight at an
altitude of avprowamately 3500 feet. The palot stated that just as he
101lea the plence from an anvertod position to straight and lovel flaght,
severe vibration developed win the wings, followed a few scconds lataer by
o sharp, cracking noise, The vibrotion ceased and Steke noticed that the
fabric had tern loose from ihe traaling ~dge of the LoTt wang just for-
ward of 1lhe <itleron. Hc stated that after thais the plenc vould not re-
spond %o eiilher the aileron or elcvator controls and entered a strep spi-
raling turn to the loft wnich coubinued %o the ground. The mircraft con-
tacted the ground, lefe wing firsi, with svflicient force to disintsgrato
the lert wing, then rototed to the 1ast, tearing off ithe vngine end 1of
side of the Jardang geor,

Examination of the wmreckege substenliated the prlotts roport of wing
fabri¢c failurc in the air, Howover, the left wing was o completely dis-
wtegrated that 1t was 1mponsible to ascertain e ther or not ooy wportion
of 1he "mng structure projer nad failid in Jlaght. The rppearance ~7 the
horizontal €211 surfaces after the aceradent, together vith the palot's
statement regardaing lack of ~lovotor control, 1ineicoted & possibilaty of
fa1lure 1n the zar of somc part of the <levator or stabilizcor, Horever,
2 detailed examinetien revouled ne positive oviaence in that respeet, nor
was anyth.ng found to indacal- failure of eny olher prrt of the Farcraft
prior to irpact., The pilot vas not cquippcd ath a pareschulc.

The probeble ceuse of tis cceoident was foilure of the loft wing
during zcrobetic mancuvels, rondcring the aireralt uncontrellable.
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